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Matthew Blackbourn 
 

Matt is the Council's Director of Policy and Research. His role is managing various public policy and 
research initiatives for the organization, including leading development of competitiveness and talent 
development programs and tools and engagement with elected officials and various stakeholders to 
advance the Council’s policy agenda.  

Before coming to the Council, Matt was Policy Director at the Boston Municipal Research Bureau where 
he managed the organization's public partnerships and led the research team in producing analysis on 
municipal finance, education, transportation, and city management. Prior to the Boston Municipal 
Research Bureau, he worked at Harvard Business School's education technology initiative where he 
partnered with faculty in developing cases and managed content and design work for online courses. He 
started his career at the Pioneer Institute for Public Policy Research working on policy issues in public 
finance, transportation, and economic development.  

Outside of his work at the Council, Matt enjoys volunteering for local human services nonprofits and 
mentoring through the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Massachusetts program. 

Matt received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Philosophy from Tulane University, where he 
graduated summa cum laude.  
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