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Massachusetts High Technology Council Statement on
Early Literacy Legislation & the Release of the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s Recommendations for
Graduation Requirements

The Massachusetts High Technology Council today issued the following statement
regarding early literacy legislation and the release of the Healey-Driscoll Administration’s
recommendations for a new statewide graduation framework:

Last week, the Commonwealth took two important steps toward ensuring that every
Massachusetts student receives an education that prepares them for success in college,
careers, and civic life.

A core goal of the High Tech Council’s MassVision2050 Engaged Workforce agenda is to
ensure that every student develops the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in an
increasingly competitive, innovation-driven economy. Achieving that goal requires strong
foundational learning and meaningful statewide standards that promote student
achievement and educational opportunity.

The early literacy legislation passed by the House and Senate last week advances
evidence-based practices that will strengthen reading outcomes and help more students
build the skills necessary for lifelong success. We commend the Legislature for prioritizing
students and urge Governor Healey to sign the bill into law.

The Healey-Driscoll Administration's recommendations for a new statewide graduation
framework also represent an important step toward restoring rigorous and objective
expectations for student achievement. The High Tech Council has long supported the
MCAS graduation requirement and opposed its elimination because all students deserve
to be held to standards that signal readiness for success beyond high school.

We applaud the recommendation to include state-designed, state-administered, and
state-scored end-of-course assessments, although their ultimate impact will depend on
how they are adopted and implemented. The High Tech Council will continue to advocate
for a graduation standard that is meaningful, equitable, and grounded in demonstrated
mastery of core academic content. We also welcome the inclusion of financial, artificial
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intelligence, and digital literacy learning requirements that will help prepare students for
the opportunities and challenges of the future workforce.

Every Massachusetts student deserves an education that opens doors to opportunity.
Strengthening literacy education, restoring meaningful statewide graduation standards,
and equipping students with essential workplace skills will expand opportunity, strengthen
the Commonwealth's workforce, and support Massachusetts' long-term competitiveness.

While some organizations, including the leadership of the Massachusetts Teachers
Association, have opposed statewide graduation standards and other accountability
measures, Massachusetts' long-term success depends on policies that put student
achievement, educational opportunity, and workforce readiness first.

About the Massachusetts High Technology Council

The Massachusetts High Technology Council, Inc. is an organization of CEOs and senior
executives representing innovation, technology, and scientific companies, professional
services firms, and research institutions dedicated to collaborating to create and sustain
conditions that support investment, job growth, and improved quality of life in
Massachusetts. Our members are growth-oriented, knowledge-intensive employers and
institutions that develop, deliver, and depend on technology and scientific products,
services, and innovations to advance their organizational objectives—a definition that
covers just about all business enterprises in Massachusetts today. Our mission is to help
make Massachusetts the world’s most attractive place to live and work, and in which to
create, operate, and grow businesses within the innovation ecosystem.
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