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Massachusetts High Technology Council Presents the 
2026 Ray Stata Leadership & Innovation Award to  

Red Hat President and CEO Matt Hicks 
The High Tech Council’s Annual Meeting Highlights Leadership, Innovation, 

and the Future Competitiveness of Massachusetts 

Boston, MA (June 3, 2026) – The Massachusetts High Technology Council presented the 
2026 Ray Stata Leadership & Innovation Award yesterday to Matt Hicks, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Red Hat, in recognition of his exceptional leadership, 
commitment to innovation, and contributions to the global technology industry. 

The award was presented during the High Tech Council's 2026 Annual Meeting, hosted by 
MilliporeSigma and attended by senior business, academic, and civic leaders from across 
the Commonwealth. 

Named in honor of Ray Stata, founder of Analog Devices, Inc. and one of Massachusetts' 
most influential technology entrepreneurs, the award recognizes leaders whose vision, 
innovation, and commitment to organizational excellence have created lasting impact 
within their industries and communities. 

“Matt Hicks represents the very best of innovation leadership,” said Christopher 
Anderson, President of the High Tech Council. “Throughout his career, he has 
demonstrated that sustained success is built on empowering talented people, fostering 
collaboration, embracing change, and maintaining a relentless focus on innovation. Those 
qualities reflect the leadership legacy of Ray Stata and embody the values that continue to 
drive Massachusetts' innovation economy.” 

As President and CEO of Red Hat, Hicks leads one of the world's most influential 
enterprise technology companies. Under his leadership, Red Hat continues to advance 
open-source innovation, helping organizations around the world accelerate digital 
transformation while building one of the most respected cultures in the technology 
industry. 

“Massachusetts has long benefited from leaders who understand that innovation is not 
simply about technology—it's about creating opportunities for people, organizations, and 
communities to thrive,” Anderson added. “Matt's leadership demonstrates how 
companies can achieve global success while remaining committed to the values of 
collaboration, learning, and continuous innovation.” 
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The award presentation served as the centerpiece of the Annual Meeting, which focused 
on leadership, talent, innovation, and the long-term competitiveness of Massachusetts 
through the High Tech Council's MassVision2050 initiative, a long-term strategy designed 
to strengthen Massachusetts' position as a global leader in innovation, talent 
development, economic opportunity, and competitiveness. 

In addition to honoring Hicks, the High Tech Council announced the transition of the 
MassVision2050 Massachusetts Skills & Talent Intelligence Capability to Bentley 
University. Developed through a collaboration involving employers and higher education 
institutions, the initiative provides data-driven workforce intelligence designed to help 
employers, educators, and policymakers better align talent development with future 
workforce needs. 

Bentley University President E. LaBrent Chrite, Ph.D., and MITRE Vice President Douglas 
Robbins discussed the future expansion of the capability and its role in supporting 
economic growth, workforce development, and long-term competitiveness across the 
Commonwealth. 

“Massachusetts' future success will depend on our ability to lead in innovation, develop 
world-class talent, and create an environment where businesses can grow and compete,” 
said Anderson. “The leaders we recognized and the initiatives we highlighted tonight 
demonstrate what is possible when organizations work together around a shared vision for 
the Commonwealth's future.” 

About the Ray Stata Leadership & Innovation Award 
The Ray Stata Leadership & Innovation Award is presented annually by the Massachusetts High 
Technology Council to individuals whose leadership, innovation, and contributions to industry 
reflect the legacy of Ray Stata, founder of Analog Devices and one of Massachusetts' most 
distinguished technology pioneers. 

About the Massachusetts High Technology Council 
The Massachusetts High Technology Council, Inc. is an organization of CEOs and senior 
executives representing innovation, technology, and scientific companies, professional 
services firms, and research institutions dedicated to collaborating to create and sustain 
conditions that support investment, job growth, and improved quality of life in 
Massachusetts. Our members are growth-oriented, knowledge-intensive employers and 
institutions that develop, deliver, and depend on technology and scientific products, 
services, and innovations to advance their organizational objectives—a definition that 
covers just about all business enterprises in Massachusetts today. Our mission is to help 
make Massachusetts the world’s most attractive place to live and work, and in which to 
create, operate, and grow businesses within the innovation ecosystem. 

### 

https://www.mhtc.org/massvision2050/
https://www.mhtc.org/massvision2050/engaged-workforce/#skills
https://www.mhtc.org/

